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From the aerial parts of Pentas lanceolata a series of iridoids was isolated by
preparative HPLC. This is the first report of the occurrence of iridoids in the genus
Pentas. Seven iridoid glucosides were identified. Besides asperuloside and
asperulosidic acid, characteristic iridoids for Rubiaceae, five new iridoids, with
special structures were isolated: Tudoside, E-Uenfoside, Z-Uenfoside, 13-epi-
Gaertneroside and 13-epi-Epoxygaertneroside. The iridoids might contribute to the
systematic classification of the Rubiaceae, which remains a question of
controversy. The similarity of the iridoids with those known from Morinda is
remarkable.
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